ANNALS OP IOWA the two papfr.s, but after the Advocate was fairly on its ÍvvX IR* left it in the immediate charge of his eldest son, William Duane Wilson, tlien ahotit twfíity-tlirfi; years olil/ The _vouiiijt:.st Iirotlier of William Duane Wilsun was Josf|>h Ruggles Wilson. He wa.s born at Steubenville in lH2:i. Like the other hoys of the family he learned to "stick type," but did not stay I<mg in that vocation but became tlie scholar of the family, took a liberal arts course, then a theological course and was ]icen.sed to preach by the Preshyterian ehureh. Soon thereafter, in 1849, he married Janet Woodrow. To these two young people, on .December 2G, 1856, was horn Thomas Woodrow Wilson, known to fame a little more than half a century later as President Woodrow Wilson.'
William Duane Wilson, who at six years old climbetl n\> on M stool in hi.s father's office at Steubenville and began learning to sot tyiJL-,'' had Jidvanced through every part of knowledge of the craftsmansliip of a ])rinting office, at sixteen lie frequently Iiad charge of the paper, and at twenty-three was conducting the Advoeate at l*ittsburg. He obtained a financial interest in the ])aper, hut sold it in 1839 and it was afterward merged with the PittshuTg Gazette.'' He then removed to Wheeling, Virginia, and heeanie publislier of the Wheeling TntelUf/encer. In 18H he was appointed general sujicr in tendent of lights on northwestern lakes with headquarters at Buffalo, but later, to better discharge the duties of his office, removed to Detroit where he remained until the office was abolislied. It was because of holding this position that Mr. Wilson acquired the title of "General," which distinction was quite commonly conferred on him by the public, espeeially in the later years of his life. He then secured an interest in the Detroit Daily Advertiser, which he disposed of in 184-5, went to Milwaukee and joined Hon. Rufus King in the publication of the MUrcaiiker Srntinel mid (iazctti-:M r. Wilson wa.s living in a time of ra|)iti changes in the frontier West, a period of huilding, develojinuiit, and rapid Wio-UVs \V(yrk, op. r.'d., p Comstock's na Burlington, and the direction is given to direct business letters to Kairfield and letters on other matters to either plaee. The niimher carries more good contributions on agricultural subjects than had previously appeared. Improvements in the make-u]) ii]}pear, also interesting illustrations of livestoek, fences, agricultural machinery, and so fortli.
In the May, IS.'iO, issue there is a eail for a meeting for .luiit-1. at Muscatine of the Board of Control of the Stati-Agricultural Society. The call is signed by William Duane Wilson, Corr<'-sponding Seeretary. A li.st of the members of the bo.-ird is giv* n -one from each of twenty-four counties.
The .June, IS.'ili, number lias thirty-two p;igfs. An <'dit(>rial advoeates a seed exchange in Iowa, rather than to have to de-¡)end on getting seed from e;istern deah'rs, and urges tíiose favoring the ])Ian to address tlieir letters to "Iowa Seed Exchange, Burlington, Iowa."
A very inii)ortiint artiele of more than a page entitled "Plan of an Agrieultural Sehool," is in this numher, apparently written hy Mr. Wilson. Its introductory paragraph follows: "An Agricultural Sehool worttiy of the name is one of tlie most evident and pressing needs of the eountry. We arc to a great extent a nation of agrieulturists, yet without an institution in "iiHeworrntU: Mirror. VerLon, Iowa, Jaiuinry 11, IH.i«. In tlie Newspaper 1)1-VÍBÍOH uf the Historical, Memorial ami Art Department of low«.
the whohr length and brradth of the land whicli furnisiics the proper instruction to the agricultural community." The article then ])roeeeds to set out a plan including a well-stoeked and well-furnished farm with experimental faeilities, anil the means of instruction in all the sciences connected with the culture of the soil. The plan is elaborated and thv needs emphasizt^d.
In the July, Í85G, number it is stated, "We art-eouipelled, for the present at least, to print The Farmer at Burlingtcm, in consequence of the greater facilities for printing. Our edition has beeome so large (thanks to our friends) that the ordinary mode of printing on a Iiatid press i.s altogether insufficient for our purposes-hence we liave to resort to the uiachinc or power press of the Haivh-F.ye in this ])lacc." However Mr. Wilson does not remove his family from "that beautiful town <if I''airüeld."
An artiele ap|)cars eoncerning the next state fair, whieh was to be held at Muscatine. Mr. Wilson appears to have been buay with its arrangements. He also reports about different counties over whieh he traveled, evidently in the intertsts of his paper, Mr. Suel Foster of Muscatine writing an article for the August, 185<i, issiu-comments on the article in the June number on a plan for an agricultural school, and says lie sees this year several states are moving simultaneously toward that end, and suggests they make plans for .sucli a model farm and a school and ask the Iciwa legi.slature to create sueh an institution.
The proceedings of the State Educational Convention ajjpears in this issue. It was held at Iowa City June Hi, 17 and IS. Mr. Wilson made an address urging the princi])Ies of agricultural science should be taught in Iowa seliools. He was eleeted second vice president of the assoeiation.
Mr. O. H. Harris, a practical and cxi)erieiiced aííricultiiral editor, was seeured, so it is stated, to aid Mr. Wilson, so he could have time to visit other portions of the state.
The September, 1856, issue eontains the premium list of the State I''air whieh is to be held at Mu.scatine October 8, 9 and 10, also the names of the officers, directors and members of the board, ete. Mr. Wilson was corresponding secretary.
In the December issue, 1850, the announcement is made that hereafter The loica Farmer will be published semi-monthly, in order to keep up with the rapidly moving business. Tlie size •will be as a rule only .sixteen pages.
The January, 1857, number shows the place of publleation to be Mount Pleasant, Iowa. The reason for removal to that eity Was not given.
During-the latter part of July, 18.57, Afr. Wilson, leaving his editorial eliair temporarily to Dr. S. Stebbins of Mount Pleasant, •went to Syraeuse, New York, where he spent ten days attending the National Exîiibition of Agrieiiltural Implements. He served with several other nationally known agrieultural leaders as jurors in a eompetitive trial between different makes of reapers and mowers. Mr. M'ilson also attended the United States Fair wliieh was held at Loui.sville, Kentueky, the first week in September, 1857. It was managed by the United States Agricultural Society,** In January, lS5.'j, the Fifth General A.s.semhly pass<-d an aet l)roviding for loeating the capital of Iowa within two miles of the Raceoon Fork of the Des Moines River. By the fall of 1857 a suitable tapitol building having been ereeted the offiees were transferred from Iowa City to Des Moines^^ and the Seventh General Assembly eonvened there in January, 1858. Mr. Wilson liad visited Des Moines the summer of 185(> and had said in the columns of his 2)aper that he thought it was "destined to be the largest inland city of Iowa." Writing further of it he said: "Wlu-re it liefriiis or wlicre it ciuls, (ir r;itlnT wliat is to he its ultimate iMiuiuiiiries, is more tlian we couiti fully satisfy ourself or obtain «atls-factory information of from tlio.se who think they have the lines in their hands. Suffice it in that regard when we say that its present dimensions are fuily up to tlip most saiigninc anticipation.s of us uut.siders as beinfi ainiily .sufficipiit, wlu'n properly filled up with handsome public iuui ])riv¡ití' liuildirifrs HIKI a bnsj' penple, Ui rcjircscnt tbe plory and tho prosperily t'nr yciirs tu eome of one of the most fjivorcd states for tbe ri'sidt'iKT i)f mfui in our broad Union. Its hilU and v;il]eys, swellings and flats, rivers and lakes give tbe greatest scope for the most beautiful landscape view.s, wbilst tbe most fastidious or captinus taste in tbe selection of building sites ca» be gratified to the fullest extent On tbe whole we were pleased, very nmcb j>Ieased witb the sites of both tbe new and tlie old eiiies. Eacb is progressinji in bnprovemeiit beyond the belief of tbose wlio bave not been witness to tbem
Tbey have a population, we think, of not less tban 4,000, one-fourth of wbom are (lomiciliatpd, many of them in capacious and tasteful rcsideuces, ou the east side of the river, where the ciipitdl ftrounds arc located, and wliere there were not twenty-five persons liviiip one year ago. The new capítol liuildinfT is to be a fine tbree-story l>rick, iind is ¡»rofireSHiiig riijiUlly tci completion Tlie capitol prounds whicli we esteem welt selected, have been so frccjiienlly described liy the st;ite i>re.ss that we hâve notliínfí to add, except that it will require some liberal a|)propriations fnmi the state to clear them out from the unticr;rri>wth, here ;ind there cuttin}!; down a tree or two, and to enclose them with a suitiible fence for preservation. This done it will be a delightful spot and afford from the highest point one of the most beautiful views; in nil central Iowa.'" I.,ate in 1857, Mr. Wilson having sensed the advantages of location at the new capital city, removed the Iowa Farmer and Horticulturist to Des Moines and ehanged it to a weekly imbtieation.'^ The Sevcntli General Assembly, the first assemhiy to meet in Des Moines, convened January 11, 1858, and hy March 27 it had enacted a measure, which was approved and had become a law by publieation, that provided for the establishment of a state agricultural eollege and farm, whieh was to be under the management of a board of trustees of eleven members, and the governor and president of the State Agricultural Society were to he ex-officio members. .... In this ctHineetion, tlie name of Geueral William Duane Wilson, secretary of tlie Agricuiturai liureau at tlmt time, .sbould ut>t, by any means, be omitted. He was an oltl man of more tiian seventy years (be wa.s only a few nionth.i past fifty years old at tbat time.-Ed. AxxAtu). wliose face was ornamented on botii sides by quite a rich prowtii of gray whiskers. He manifested an imhounded interest in afrrieulturo, and never could undcrstiinti why tbe b{)ard (lioard of Education] sbould not make extinsive provision for Iiis favorite subject, among the first and foremost t>f its enactments. He continually labored for tbe founding of tlic Afrricultural College and Farm, and never would tire in conversation ujton bis favorite topic. He was a khut-hearted, good-naturfti old gentlcmau, and alwuys enjoyed the friendship aud e.stcem of tbe memhers of tlic board.'-' June 20, 1859, the board having received offers of land for sale and in donations from six tîifferent eounties, located the farm in Story Countv"" where it now is. One of the early aets of the board was on January, 18()0, to declare it inexpedient at that time to eleet a president of the College.-' At the I860 session of the General Assembly an attempt W/Í.S made to repeal the act of two years before establi.shing the college and farm, and it was only by vigilant care that the friends of the enterprise ^irevented the repeal.^' AH the meetings of the board had been held in Des Moines until January 5, 1861, when the first meeting was held in the farm house on the college grounds. Improvements of the farm and farm buildings were progressing. Tiie farm was being rented."^ The first few years of this embryo organization was proving rather prccarioiis. Agrieultural edueation was something new and the finaneial eonditions of the new state wen-depressed. The Civil War began early in 1861 and that great eatastrophe oeeupied almost the entire attention of the state. Then eame tlie Morrill Aet of Congres.s which granted certain lands to the .states for the endowment of institutions devoted to giving instruetion in agriculture and meehanie arts, whieh passed hoth houses of Congress and was .signed by Abraham Lincoln July 2, 1862.""* The Ninth General Assembly in extra session passed an aet approved September 1], 18ö2, aeeepting the grant and the eonditions,^â nd by wisely handling the proceeds that came from the grant, together with modest appropriations from the state, the Hoard of Trustees were within a few years ahle to make progress in building and improvements.
The Tenth General Assembly passed an aet which went into effect by publication on April 27, 1861, whieh made several ehanges in tlie law relating to the Board of Trustees of the Agrieultural College and Farm. It repealed certain provisions of the act of 1858 and gave the board power to select a superintendent of the Agricultural College Tarm, tliat the superintendent should reside on the farm, and that he should be secretary of the board.'^" Peter Melendy, who had been a member of the board from the heginning and had been on its most important committees, was made superintendent. This terminated Mr. We liail occasion to sfiilt-.sdiiic weeks since lli;il llif rt-porl ol' (M-IHT;!! "William Ouaiie Wilson, sccrctüry of the Stiili; Ajrrieiiltunil l'ollefrc, would he iimiid to contain a vast amount of praeticiil inlnrniation fninur ffiriuers. Since the puhtication of th;it notice the rcjtiirts have been distrihutetl to a considerable extent, and they have lietn reeeivetl hy the people with the most flattering attention, lt was due to Secretary Wilson to say that, .since he wa.s appointed in 1SS8 to tbe po.sition he now oecujiies he lias lahored intfllifrontly «nd devotedly in liis (}ffice, his hibor.-; have hoen untiring. He has heen active and lilu-riii in Ihe di.stribution of veedN. He hfis won many friends by the intelli^rent interest whieh he lakes in iifrricullure. and by bis ^rrnial aiul îieeoinnindjiiinf; manners. General William Duane Wilson bas returned to bis Imnie in this tity after .several years of clo.se applicatinn to dnty in the Department of Affrieulturc iit W:i.>ihiii(ittin, hiivinj; cbcrislu-d the ho]ie tbiit on bis return In-eitiild. tbniiifrli this pajjer, renew bis ¡ic(|U4Íiitaiiec with the agrieultural piihlic, and bave an atTcptablc iipportuiiity tii devote what active life rcmiiins to bim to the adviincvment of tbe agrieultural interests of tbe state, witb whose interests he bas s{) lonp been identified Mr. Wilson returned to the editorial work with apparent ])kasijr('. His agt; wa.s then sixty years and he rightfully exjx'ftfd many year.s of usefulness. The Homestead was a continuation in part of the lozt'a Farmer which Mr. Wilson had disposed of in Des Moines in 1858. At this time, I8(iy, it was a wfi'kly p.iper r.ixl8 inchrs, ö eoluinns, 8 pages, and had a good licaltliy looking line of advertising. He ambitiously began a campaign to increase its circulation. He was soon receiving many valuable contributions from interested subscribers, and ran articles of genuine intere.st on many agricultural topics, as well as on the meetings of the State Agricultural Society and its committees, on the state and county fairs, on the State Agricultural College and Farm, on the meetings of the Board of Trustees of that institution, and was making of it a worth wbile organ for the farming interests.
The farmers of tlii.s section of the Union were becoming more and more assertive about their rights. High ratrs of transportation on tlieir products to eastern markets was a just cause of complaint, high priées on machinery and other uiateri.-ils they had to buy was anotlier, while the prices on the grain and stoek they sold frequently were exceedingly low. Largely because of these conditions many farmers began to devise plans to relieve the situation.
"The Patrons of Husbandry" was the name of a .secret organization that started in the East. Its chief purpose was the cooi)eration of its members in buying groceries, lumber, wire, machinery, etc., which eould be got at lower rates wben inirehased in quantities. Each local organization was called a Grange. Another piir]K)se of the organization was social.
Mr. Wilson had advocated some such co-operative plans for years. By the time he returned from Washington to Iowa the Grange was just beginning to appciir in the state, and before In the .same is.sue of the ¡Itnnrxtead which cutitaiiud the ab()\e, January 'iO, !871, Mr. Wilson says: "The great interest which the farimrs iif the state arc manifesting in regard to the order of the P.-itroTis of llushandry induces us to devote a special corner to the movement therein . . . ." and regularly thereafter the paper <arricd a department called Patrons of Husbandry, wliieii chronicled news about the organization of granges in many counties, and souietimes many granges iu one county.
As time went on General Wilson gave more and more of his energies to the Patrons of Hushandry. Of course the interests of the grange and the interests of agrieulture were so intera»W. A. Anderson in Journal of History tmd PoUtîcs, Vol. XXII, p. 13. woven that while IR-was working f<»r one he tioubtless considered he was working for tlie other also. But evitlently the duties of secretary of the State Orange het^aine so great that they materially eneroachet! on his work us editor of the Uomrsli-ad, so that in the issue of the paper of July \2, 187:i, he introduces former Lieutenant Governor B. F. Gue as editor. He says, "Having assumed other duties to aid the farming interests of the state [his work for the Grange] they grew upon us to such an extent as to seriously interfere with what we were striving to do for our paper." Notwithstanding that Mr. Wilson says in this three years' editorship and management of the Homestead its regular sul)scri})tioii list has trehh'd in niiiiiher.
Thus relieved ir<un iiis eilitt)rial tluties Mr. Wilson was free to give much time in the fielt] lecturing antI organizing granges. "A person of .-ittraetivc appearanee, a fluent antl foreefiil speaker, with his tall form, Howing wliite ¡latriarehiai heard, and eourtly manner, he aroused enthusiasm to a high degree."""
This was the period of the rapid growth of the Grange. Tlie movement liad been growing hy leaps anti hounds. It is said there were five hundred loeal granges in Iowa in 1872 and that l'olk County at one time, had thirty-five. Mr. Wilst)n was its foremost tirganizer in Iowa. While not organized for jiartisan political pur])oses, the Grange was striving to relieve the farmers of burdens. In the session of the General Assembly of ] 871' the famous Grange Law was enacted wliich regulated freight and passenger rates and otherwise controlled railroads. This was brought about largely by the power of public opinion which was made vocal and directed by the Grange. General Wilson had a eonsiderable part in creating and organizing this public opinion. He continued as secretary of tbe Iowa State Grange until the close of 1873 wlien age admonisbetl his retirement from its arduous duties. As to his personal characteristics L. F. Andrew.s says :
Mr. Wilson was nf sanguine temperament, active, ardent, hopeful, confident, firm in upiniim, had the courage of hi.s conviction.s; did not hesitate, as the ailvi.ser of the Patrons and (;ran(i;es, to crltioixe tlicm, yet left no stiiip behind.
Socially he was affahle fiufl i-ourteou.s to all. lieared in an atmosphere of intelligence and refuieinenl, under the guidance of a mother noted for her Christian virtues, he enjoyed most the companionship t»f the refined and cultured. He was an honoretl meniher of tlic Ma.'ionic fraternity.
His was a long, uotive life, well hpt-nt; fruuglit with intimate business and Kociiil relations witli tiiou.sands of men, without enmity; uprightness without harshness; a gentleman, whose sympathies were always with the lahoring intiii ; a loving, devoted husl)an<l and father; a wise counsellor und failhful friend.
In its issue of January 0, 1877, the loica State Register speaks of General Wilson's death in part as follows:
To him had (!ome that good fiimc which foiioww in the footsteps of lionor, that respect whicli arises from conscious worth, and that regard which is ever devfloped by kindly deeds and generou.i word.s. The ap[>eal of the ptior never |)ii'.sf(i unheard hy him. With a generosity more lavish than his fortune, he gave when justice might have forbidden the donation. This was the man the eity mourns today.
During the past two years his health has been gradually falling until about two nionths since be was missed from the streets, and last Sunday morning (January 7) he hreathed lils last, and tlie weary, worn soul was at rest. A wife wbo faithfully shared the good and ill of his checkered life, and two children, (ieorge, raílroail agent at Grand Island, Nebraska, and Mrs. Judge Snyder, are left to lament him. .... The funeriil servlce.s will be at two o'clock tbis afternoon from tbe Central Presbyterian Cbureh.
